CLIMATE                                            81

dense coniferous forest is limited by the adequacy of the
precipitation, particularly the summer quota, and the relative
humidity of the air must exceed 50 per cent. The trees
provide shelter from the wind, so that the snow lies deep for
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FIG. 14.  PROPORTIONS OF RAIN AND SNOW IN THE AVERAGE
PRECIPITATION AT LENINGRAD
long periods, at least a hundred days, preventing the freezing
of the ground and providing abundant moisture in the spring.
The Western Taiga
Here the cyclonic influences from the west are strongly felt
in both seasons. The total precipitation exceeds 24 inches,
and at least 30 per cent, of this comes in winter as snow (Fig.
14). As the table shows (p. 82), there is a slight diminution
in quantity towards the east., and the maxima shift from late
summer and autumn near the Baltic to July and August in
the interior.